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DOMAIN 1: Planning and Preparation  
Effective teachers in training plan and prepare for lessons using their growing knowledge of the content area, the 
relationships among different strands within the content and between the subject and other disciplines, and their 
PK-12 students’ understanding of the subject as identified through effective use of assessments. Instructional 
outcomes are clear, represent important learning in the subject, and are aligned to academic standards. The 
instructional design includes relevant learning activities and modalities that are well sequenced and support all 
PK-12 students in meeting high expectations in an environment that provides positive, equitable, and inclusive 
opportunities for learning.* 

    

 
 

UNSATISFACTORY (0) EMERGENT (1) EXPECTED (2) EXEMPLARY (3)  

Student teacher’s   
plans reflect little   
understanding  
of the content, 
PK-12 students 
and/or   
available resources.   

Instructional 
outcomes are either 
lacking   
or inappropriate;   
assessment   
methodologies are   
inadequate.** 

Student teacher’s 
plans reflect 
moderate   
understanding of the  
content, the students,  
and/or available   
resources.  

Some instructional   
outcomes are 
suitable  to the PK-12 
students  as a group, 
and   
the approaches to   
assessment are 
partially  aligned with 
the goals.** 

Student teacher’s 
plans reflect a 
thorough  
understanding of 
the content, the 
PK-12   
students, and 
available  resources.  

Instructional outcomes  
represent important   
learning suitable   
to most PK-12 
students.  Most 
elements of   
the instructional   
design, including   
the assessments, are  
aligned to the goals 
and reflect an 
awareness  of the 
diversity of   
PK-12 students’ 
interests,  background, 
and   
needs.** 

Student teacher’s 
plans,  based on 
extensive   
content knowledge   
and understanding of   
PK-12 students, are   
designed to engage all 
students in significant,  
autonomous learning.   

All aspects of the   
student teacher’s 
plans— instructional 
outcomes,  learning 
activities, paths   
to successful 
completion,  materials, 
resources,   
and assessments—are 
in  complete alignment 
and  are adapted as 
needed  for individual 
students or  teaching 
environments.  

Student teacher 
planning  promotes the 
learning  and growth of 
all PK-12  students in 
a positive,   
culturally sensitive, 
and  collaborative 
manner.** 

 
 

DOMAIN RATING:  3 



COMMENTS: Mr. Turner has a history of work in the area of emotional disturbance. 
He has used this prior experience to teach social and coping skills. In turn while 
executing the daily lesson plan, Mr. Turner is able to readily assist in de-escalating 
situations.  

 
 

Comments are continued on last page  
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DOMAIN 2: Classroom Environment 
Effective teachers in training help to organize their classrooms so that all PK-12 students can learn. Student 
teachers know and value their PK-12 students’ identities, as well as their academic, social, and emotional strengths 
and needs. They maximize instructional time and foster respectful interactions with and among PK-12 students,  
ensuring that PK-12 students find the classroom a safe place to take intellectual risks. PK-12 students themselves  
make a substantive contribution to the effective functioning of the class by assisting with classroom procedures, 
ensuring effective use of instructional space, and supporting and engaging in the learning of classmates. PK-12 
students and teachers work in ways that demonstrate their belief that rigorous effort will result in higher levels of 
learning. Student behavior is consistently appropriate, and the teacher’s handling of infractions is subtle,  
preventive, and respectful of PK-12 students’ dignity.*  

    

UNSATISFACTORY (0) EMERGENT (1)  EXPECTED (2)  EXEMPLARY (3) 

Classroom 
environment  is 
characterized by  
chaos and conflict,   
with low expectations  
for learning, no clear  
standards of student  
conduct, poor use of  
instructional space   
and time, and 
negative  interactions 
between  
individuals.** 

Classroom 
environment  is 
controlled, with   
moderate expectations  
for student learning and  
conduct, and classroom  
routines and use of   
space that partially   
support student   
learning.  

PK-12 students and 
the  student teacher 
rarely treat one 
another with  
disrespect.** 

Classroom 
environment  functions 
smoothly,  
with efficient use of   
instructional space 
and  time. 
Expectations for  
student learning are   
high.  

Standards for 
student  conduct are 
clear,   
and interactions   
among individuals 
are  respectful.** 

PK-12 students 
themselves  make a 
substantive   
contribution to the   
smooth functioning   
of the classroom,   
with highly positive   
personal interactions,  
high expectations 
and  student pride in 
work,  seamless 
routines,   
clear standards of   
conduct, and a 
physical  environment 
conducive  to 
high-level learning.** 

 
 

DOMAIN RATING:  3 



COMMENTS: Mr. Turner has contributed positively to the learning environment. He 
is quick to remove items that can present a danger. He gives examples to the 
students, provides scenarios and interjects when needed to ensure a feeling of 
safety.  
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DOMAIN 3: Instruction 
Effective teachers in training ensure all PK-12 students are highly engaged in learning and contribute to the 
success of the class. Student teacher explanations are clear and invite student intellectual engagement.  
Instructional practices are personalized to accommodate diverse learning styles, needs, interests, and levels of 
readiness. Student teacher feedback is specific to learning goals and rubrics and offers concrete suggestions for 
improvement. As a result, PK-12 students understand their progress in learning the content and can explain the 
learning goals and what they need to do in order to improve and have autonomy in their learning. Effective student 
teachers recognize their responsibility for student learning and make adjustments, as needed, to ensure student 
success.*  

    

UNSATISFACTORY (0)  EMERGENT (1)  EXPECTED (2)  EXEMPLARY (3) 

Instruction is   
characterized by 
poor  
communication, low  
level questions, little   
student 
engagement  or 
participation in   
discussion, little or   
no use of 
assessment  in 
learning, and rigid   
adherence to an   
instructional plan   
despite evidence 
that  it should be 
revised or 
modified.**  

Inconsistently clear   
communication, 
uneven  use of 
questioning and  
discussion strategies,  
and/or lack of suitable  
instructional activities  
and materials result   
in only some PK-12   
students engaged in  
learning.  

The student teacher   
displays some use 
of  assessment in   
instruction and is   
moderately flexible  
in adjusting the  
instructional plan in  
response to PK-12  
students’ interests 
and their success in  
learning.**  

All PK-12 students 
are  engaged in 
learning   
as a result of clear   
communication and   
successful use of   
questioning and   
discussion techniques.   

Activities and   
assignments are of 
high  quality, and the 
student teacher and 
PK-12   
students make  
productive use of  
assessments.   

The student teacher   
demonstrates flexibility 
in contributing to the 
success of the lesson 
and of each student.** 

All PK-12 students 
are  highly engaged 
in   
learning and make   
material contributions  
to the success of   
the class through   
their participation in   
discussions, active   
involvement in learning  
activities, and use of  
assessment 
information  in their 
learning.   

The student teacher   
creates opportunities 
for peer-to-peer  
engagement that support 
social, emotional, and 
academic development 
and continuously  
incorporates 
approaches to meet the 
needs of every 
student.** 

 
 

DOMAIN RATING:  3 



COMMENTS: Again, just to reiterate his past experience has provided him with a 
good repertoire of skills that can be passed on to others within the classroom. 
Modeling and facilitating social skills lessons has been executed well. His 
instruction is explicit and direct. Mr. Turner keeps and redirects attention to the 
positive side of things.  

 
 

Comments are continued on last page  
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DOMAIN 4: Professional Responsibilities 
Effective teachers in training are developing high ethical standards, a deep sense of professionalism, and are  
focused on improving their own teaching. In collaboration with their mentor teacher, student teachers provide 
frequent, proactive, and personalized communications with families about student learning and performance,  while 
demonstrating understanding of and appreciation for different families’ home language, culture, and values. They 
participate in both school and LEA projects, and they engage in a wide range of professional development activities 
to strengthen their practice. Reflection on their own teaching results in ideas for  improvement that are shared 
across professional learning communities and contribute to improving the practice of all. Documentation is accurate 
and comprehensive and supports student learning.*  

    

UNSATISFACTORY (0) EMERGENT (1)  EXPECTED (2)  EXEMPLARY (3) 

The student teacher   
demonstrates low   
ethical standards   
and levels of   
professionalism, 
with  poor 
recordkeeping   
systems and skill in  
reflection, little or no  
communication with   
families or colleagues,  
and avoidance of 
school  and LEA 
responsibilities  and 
participation   
in activities for   
professional growth.** 

The student teacher   
demonstrates   
moderate ethical   
standards and levels   
of professionalism,   
with rudimentary   
recordkeeping   
systems and skills in  
reflection, modest   
communication with   
families or colleagues,  
and compliance with  
expectations 
regarding  
participation in school  
and LEA projects   
and activities for   
professional growth.** 

The student teacher   
demonstrates high   
ethical standards   
and a genuine sense   
of professionalism   
by engaging in  
accurate reflection on  
instruction, maintaining  
accurate records,   
communicating   
frequently with   
families, actively   
participating in school  
and LEA events, and   
engaging in activities  
for professional   
development.** 

The teacher’s 
ethical  standards 
and sense   
of professionalism   
are highly 
developed,  showing 
perceptive  
use of reflection,  
effective systems for  
recordkeeping and   
culturally responsive   
communication with  
families, leadership   
roles in both school   
and LEA projects, and  
extensive professional  
development activities.   

Where appropriate, 
PK-12  students 
contribute   
to the systems for   
recordkeeping and   



family communication.** 

 
 

DOMAIN RATING:  3 
COMMENTS: Mr. Turner has used several strategies in combination with a para. The 
para’s have picked up on some of the skills and reiterate the skill when working 
with students. This has been a nice asset to our classroom as a whole. He does 
well contributing knowledge in a respectful manner. Mr. Turner has a growth 
mindset that he projects to others working with him.  

 

Mary Streich - Co-operating teacher 
*Copyright © Charlotte Danielson, 2013  

**From Enhancing Professional Practice: A Framework for Teachers, 2nd Edition (pp. 41-42), by Charlotte Danielson, Alexandria, VA: ASCD. ©  
2007 by ASCD. Adapted and reproduced with permission.  
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