Professional Reflection

Completing my student teaching through Wilson College’s PK–12 Special Education program has been both challenging and rewarding, and it has ultimately led to my next step: joining Cameron County School District as an elementary special education teacher. My placements, forty-five days at Woodland Elementary with Mrs. Mary Streich and thirty days at Cameron County High School with Miss Katrina Reid, have provided me with diverse experiences that shaped my professional growth under the guidance of my college supervisor, Cindy Murphy.
At Woodland Elementary, I learned the importance of structure, consistency, and positive reinforcement in supporting young learners. I practiced adapting lessons to meet individual goals, contributed to IEP discussions, and maintained accurate records of student progress. These responsibilities taught me the value of preparation, accountability, and collaboration in fostering student success.
My transition to Cameron County High School allowed me to apply these skills in a secondary setting. Working with Miss Reid, I focused on differentiating instruction to ensure students with disabilities could access grade-level content. Collaborating with general education teachers strengthened my communication skills and highlighted the importance of teamwork across disciplines. I also learned to adjust lessons in real time, balancing flexibility with high expectations, while maintaining confidentiality and professionalism.
Beyond instruction, I sought to contribute to the broader school community. At Woodland Elementary, I participated in school-wide activities that fostered connection and belonging. At Cameron County High School, I built rapport with students through extracurricular involvement, recognizing that relationships are central to inclusive learning environments. These experiences reminded me that professional responsibilities extend beyond lesson plans; they encompass the ways teachers engage with families, colleagues, and the community.
Reflecting on these experiences, I see how they have prepared me for the responsibilities I will soon assume as a full-time special education teacher in Cameron County School District. I have grown in my ability to uphold professional standards, collaborate effectively, and engage in ongoing self-reflection. Moving forward, I am committed to expanding my knowledge of inclusive practices, integrating assistive technology, and continuing to serve as a positive, collaborative presence in the schools and communities I join.

